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Drug Abuse Resistance Education
Works On Reinforcing Kids’ Strengths

MISSION
In partnership with the RCMP, we work to empower and educate our children
through structured programs that will help them make wise choices toward
their own social development, that will further enhance their safety and wellbeing, and to have these choices reinforced and supported by the community.

2020-2021 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Carole MacLeod, Pr esident
Tannis Gibson, Vice Pr esident
Jeannine Tucker, Secr etar y/Tr easur er
Lisa Penzo, Member at Lar ge
Christina Weir, Village of Longview Repr esentative

STAFF

Laurie McCreary-Burke, Executive Dir ector
Jim Berry D.A.R.E. Instr uctor
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

In my report last year I correctly predicted that the 2020-21 school year would be the
most challenging the D.A.R.E. Works Foothills Society had yet faced. As it turned out,
we were unable to deliver the D.A.R.E program in any school due to the Covid 19 pandemic. In addition, we lost our long serving President, Carole MacLeod, who retired
shortly before the end of our fiscal year. I would like to thank Carole and all Board
members for their commitment to the Society over the years.
Given that we were unable to deliver the program in the last school year, we did not
collect revenue from any of our stakeholders. Instead, we relied entirely on our reserves to fund our ongoing administrative expenses for this fiscal year.
At this point we are still unsure whether the Society will be able to continue to deliver
the D.A.R.E. program in future years. Fortunately we have had eight schools request us
to deliver the program in the 2021-22 school year. Hopefully we will be able to fulfill
all these requests but unfortunately we are still at mercy of the fourth wave of Covid.
After having lost Melanie Glanville, our long-serving D.A.R.E. Coordinator, over a
year ago, we are very fortunate that Officer Jim Berry has committed to delivering the
D.A.R.E program in the 2021-22 school year. We are still awaiting to hear whether our
municipal stakeholders will continue to financially support delivery of the program but
were long ago advised that the Foothills School Division would no longer financially
contribute to delivery of the program.
The other big challenges we are facing in the 2021-22 fiscal year is that we are actively
recruiting additional volunteers to sit on our Board. We will also need to implement a
community fundraising program to replace the funding formerly contributed by the
Foothills School Division. In addition, the Society will need to consider the feasibility
of recruiting and training at least one additional D.A.R.E. Instructor. This, of course,
will depend on the number of schools who request delivery of the program in future
years.
Our final challenge is that we will need to recruit a new Executive Director to administer the Society. I will soon be retiring from the Executive Director position after having
served since October 2003. I have greatly enjoyed all the years I was able to work with
the Board, the community and all the D.A.R.E. Coordinators and Instructors who have
delivered the program over the years. I feel very privileged to have had the opportunity
to attend so many graduation ceremonies, to talk with so many hundreds of students
and to see how much the program has meant to them over the years.
Laurie McCreary-Burke, Executive Director
D.A.R.E. Works Foothills Society
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STAKEHOLDERS

D.A.R.E. Works Foothills Society gratefully acknowledges stakeholder support since 1999.

Foothills School Division
Town of Black Diamond
Foothills County
Town of High River
Village of Longview
Town of Okotoks
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COMMUNITY SUPPORT
Community grants and donations are essential for sustaining the D.A.R.E. Program
in the Foothills. These funds go directly toward student materials, graduation costs,
society administration and officer training.
The D.A.R.E. Works Foothills Society thanks the following organization for
funding support once again this year:

SQUARE BUTTE LADIES GROUP
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CONTACT INFORMATION

D.A.R.E. Works Foothills Society
P.O. Box 1296
Okotoks, Alberta
T1S 1B3
Website: www.darefoothills.ca

Laurie McCreary-Burke, Executive Director
Phone: (403) 601-3406
Email: info@darefoothills.ca

Jim Berry, D.A.R.E. Instructor
Email: JimB@town.blackdiamond.ab.ca

