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MISSION
In partnership with the RCMP, we work to empower and educate our children
through structured programs that will help them make wise choices toward
their own social development, that will further enhance their safety and wellbeing, and to have these choices reinforced and supported by the community.
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
2018-2019 was one of the most difficult years the D.A.R.E. Works Foothills Society
had yet faced. I would like to start by thanking all our Board members, Melanie
Glanville and Jim Berry for their support and encouragement.
In the summer of 2018, the RCMP made a decision to no longer support the delivery of
the D.A.R.E. program in Canadian schools. This was somewhat of a blow to us as we
had relied on the RCMP to provide training programs to officers and we had relied on
them to provide the workbooks we distribute to students each year. Thankfully they did
give us workbooks to distribute in 2018-2019 but thereafter the Society will need to
purchase the books for distribution. We are also very grateful that the local RCMP
detachments continued to send representatives to the D.A.R.E. graduation ceremonies.
In anticipation of the increased number of schools and students we would serve in 2019
-2020 we recruited an additional officer to be a D.A.R.E. instructor. We are thankful to
the Ontario Provincial Police for providing training and we are very happy to welcome
Officer Jim Berry, Chief of Black Diamond Municipal Enforcement, as our newest
D.A.R.E. Instructor. It was a pleasure to work with Jim this year and we look forward
to continuing to work with him in future years.
We were sorry to lose RCMP officer Cst. Jill Mills as a D.A.R.E. Instructor this year.
Over the last several years Jill taught classes in High River, Blackie and Cayley. She
did a marvelous job and we will certainly miss her.
The biggest blow to our Society this year was when we were advised of the decision of
the Foothills School Division that they would no longer support the delivery of the
D.A.R.E. program at the Board level. Rather, they have chosen to leave it up to the
individual schools to decide whether they would like us to deliver the D.A.R.E.
program. We are thankful that the School Division chose to continue core funding for
program delivery in 2019-2020 but are disappointed that a number of schools have
opted out of the program this year.
Since inception, the D.A.R.E. Works Foothills Society has prided itself on being the
only D.A.R.E. organization that was able to strike an agreement with the School
Division and all municipalities to ensure that the D.A.R.E. Program would be delivered
to all students in the division. By this means we ensured that when students reached
high school age, they would all have learned the same information and skills to help
them make decisions around risky behaviors. The Foothills School Division decision is
therefore particularly disappointing as we see the increasing devastation across the
country with respect to opioid abuse as well as more and more news reports of rise in
teen vaping and the negative health effects this can have.
Despite the various challenges we faced in 2018-2019, we look forward to continuing
to serve our community this year. Thank you again to all board members, staff and
stakeholders for your continued support.
Laurie McCreary-Burke, Executive Director
D.A.R.E. Works Foothills Society
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D.A.R.E. STUDENT SURVEY – 2018-2019 School Year
Over the 2018/2019 school year, 188 grade four, five and six students at six schools completed the pen
and paper survey below.
Legend for answer categories: Strongly Agree (SA); Agree (A); Neither Agree nor Disagree (N); Disagree (D) Strongly Disagree (SD); No Response (NR).

1. The DARE Officer showed me respect.
SA
A
N
D
SD
NR
N=
Gr 4/5/6
154
23
3
0
7
1 188
Percent
82% 12% 2% 0% 4%
1% 100%
2. I like the DARE Officers being at my school.
SA
A
N
D
SD
NR
N=
Gr 4/5/6
139
34
7
0
7
1 188
Percent
74% 18% 4% 0% 4%
1% 100%

Positive

94%

Positive

92%

Neutral

2%

Neutral

4%

Negative

4%

Negative

4%

3. The DARE program has helped me to learn about drugs, alcohol and tobacco.
SA
A
N
D
SD
NR
N=
Positive Neutral Negative
Gr 4/5/6
142
31
4
2
9
0 188
92%
2%
6%
Percent
76% 16% 2% 1% 5%
0% 100%
4. I have talked with my family about what I learned in DARE.
SA
A
N
D
SD
NR
N=
Positive Neutral Negative
Gr 4/5/6
68
59
34
13
14
0 188
68%
18%
14%
Percent
36% 31% 18% 7% 7%
0% 100%
5. In DARE I learned new ways of making decisions about drug / alcohol / tobacco abuse
SA
A
N
D
SD
NR
N=
Positive Neutral Negative
Gr 4/5/6
139
33
7
0
7
2 188
91%
4%
4%
Percent
74% 18% 4% 0% 4%
1% 100%
6. DARE has helped me decide not to use drugs in the future
SA
A
N
D
SD
NR
N=
Positive Neutral Negative
Gr 4/5/6
154
19
4
1
9
1 188
92%
2%
5%
Percent
82% 10% 2% 1% 5%
1% 100%
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7.

Below is a sample of the range of responses to the question “What did you like best
about the D.A.R.E. Program?”



How you can ask questions that you don't want to ask parents and you can learn stuff you
didn't know.



I liked how it showed me not to use bad drugs and how to report if someone is pressuring
me to use a bad drug or alcohol.



I liked that it makes me feel way more confident in life.



I loved learning about the kids help line because I think it is good to know there is always
someone to talk to and loved this whole program.



It was fun and funny and it helped me learn about drugs and alcohol.



Learning! Like learning about smoking so I can help people I love maybe stop smoking.



The police officer because she is funny and tells really funny stories. Also because I've
learned things about alcohol and drugs and bullying and social media.



What I liked best was how interactive it was and learning about new things was very fun.

8.

Only a few students chose to answer the question “What did you like least about the
D.A.R.E. Program? ” A sample of their responses are below:



That when I try to learn but don't understand it.



The scary, threatening things that could apply to me (eg. social media).



What I least liked about DARE is talking about negative stuff.



There's nothing bad in the DARE program.

9.

Again, only a few students chose to answer the question “If you have any additional
comments, please provide in the space below. “



DARE helped me a lot but it also sort of scared me.



I encourage you to keep doing the DARE program.



I liked that Mrs. G was so nice and we had a lot of fun.



I really like DARE and I really wish it wasn't over.



I think this is a great program for grade five. I loved our DARE officer. DARE is one of
my favorite school activities.



This program has changed me.
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PARTNERSHIPS
The D.A.R.E. Works Foothills Society works in partnership with Okotoks
Municipal Enforcement, Black Diamond Municipal Enforcement and with the
RCMP detachments of Okotoks, High River and Turner Valley. We thank all
for their continued support.
Special thanks to Constable Melanie Glanville who taught the D.A.R.E.
program during the 2018/2019 school year.
Red Deer Lake School
Heritage Heights School
Dr. Morris Gibson School
Percy Pegler School
Westmount School
Millarville Community School
Turner Valley School
Longview School
Joe Clark School
Blackie School
Cayley School
Thanks also to Constable Jim Berry who taught the D.A.R.E. program during
the 2018/2019 school year.
C. Ian McLaren School
Sptizee School

Thank you to the members of the Okotoks Oilers with whom we have been in
partnership since 2005. The D.A.R.E. students always find the hockey players’
addresses to be inspiring.
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STAKEHOLDERS

D.A.R.E. Works Foothills Society gratefully acknowledges stakeholder funding support.

Foothills School Division
Town of Black Diamond
Town of Turner Valley
Town of High River
Village of Longview
Town of Okotoks
M.D. of Foothills
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COMMUNITY SUPPORT
Community grants and donations are essential for sustaining the D.A.R.E. Program
in the Foothills. These funds go directly toward student materials, graduation costs,
society administration and officer training.
The D.A.R.E. Works Foothills Society thanks the following organization for
funding support once again this year:

OKOTOKS KINSMEN
SQUARE BUTTE LADIES GROUP
PERCY PEGLER PARENT
COUNCIL
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CONTACT INFORMATION

D.A.R.E. Works Foothills Society
P.O. Box 1296
Okotoks, Alberta
T1S 1B3
Website: www.darefoothills.ca
Carole MacLeod, President
Phone: (403) 601-1462

Laurie McCreary-Burke, Executive Director
Phone: (403) 601-3406
Email: info@darefoothills.ca

Melanie Glanville, D.A.R.E. Coordinator
Phone: (403) 803-8926
Email: mglanville@okotoks.ca

