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D.A.R.E. WORKS FOOTHILLS SOCIETY 2017—2018 
Drug Abuse Resistance Education 

Works On Reinforcing Kids’ Strengths  

 
 
 
 

MISSION 
 

In partnership with the RCMP, we work to empower and educate our children 
through structured programs that will help them make wise choices toward 
their own social development, that will further enhance their safety and well-
being, and to have these choices reinforced and supported by the community. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

2017-2018 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Carole MacLeod, President 

Tannis Gibson, Vice President 
Jeannine Tucker, Secretary/Treasurer  

Lisa Penzo, Member  at Large 
Bill Young, Foothills School Division Representative 

Daryl Lalonde, Town of Black Diamond Representative 
Christina Weir, Village of Longview Representative 

 
 
 
 
 

STAFF 
Melanie Glanville D.A.R.E. Coordinator  

Laurie McCreary-Burke, Executive Director  
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

It was a pleasure for me once again to be involved with the D.A.R.E. Works Foothills 
Society over the 2017-2018 school year.  
 
I would like to thank all our Board members for their contribution to D.A.R.E. this 
year. It is the dedication of our volunteers that ensures the D.A.R.E. program will     
continue to be delivered in our community. You are all very special people and we 
can’t thank you enough for the contribution of your time and skills. 
 
I would also like to thank all our stakeholders for their funding support this year. The 
annual core funding provided by the Foothills School Division, Town of Okotoks, MD 
of Foothills, Town of High River, Town of Black Diamond, Town of Turner Valley and 
Village of Longview is the central factor enabling on-going delivery of the D.A.R.E. 
program in our schools. 

 
Thank you too to all the principals, teachers and parents for your support of the 
D.A.R.E. Program. The support we receive from community members reinforces the  
motto adopted by our Society that “it takes a village to raise a child.”  D.A.R.E.’s goal 
is to provide concrete evidence to children that their community cares about them and 
will be there to help whenever the need arises. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank officers Melanie Glanville and Jill Mills who delivered 
the D.A.R.E. program this year to 729 students in 12 schools across the MD of Foot-
hills. Both instructors did a fabulous job and I know they helped many of our kids     
develop essential interpersonal skills they will use in the future. 
 
For those in our community who have not had the opportunity to attend a D.A.R.E. 
graduation ceremony, I invite you to try to get out to one this year. Dates and times are 
posted on our website at www.darefoothills.ca.  
 
Laurie McCreary-Burke, Executive Director 
D.A.R.E. Works Foothills Society 
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D.A.R.E. STUDENT SURVEY –  2017-2018 School Year 

Over the 2017/2018 school year, 318 grade four, five and six students at six schools completed the pen 
and paper survey below.  

Legend for answer categories: Strongly Agree (SA); Agree (A); Neither Agree nor Disagree (N); Disa-
gree (D) Strongly Disagree (SD); No Response (NR).  

                                    

                                    

                                    

      1. The DARE Officer showed me respect.       

        SA A N D SD NR N =    Positive Neutral Negative       

      Gr 4/5/6 267 43 5 0 3 0 318   97% 2% 1%       

      Percent 84% 14% 2% 0% 1% 0% 100%               

                                    

      2. I like the DARE Officers being at my school.       

        SA A N D SD NR N =    Positive Neutral Negative       

      Gr 4/5/6 242 69 4 0 3 0 318   98% 1% 1%       

      Percent 76% 22% 1% 0% 1% 0% 100%               

                                    

      3. The DARE program has helped me to learn about drugs, alcohol and tobacco.       

        SA A N D SD NR N =    Positive Neutral Negative       

      Gr 4/5/6 229 74 10 1 3 1 318   95% 3% 1%       

      Percent 72% 23% 3% 0% 1% 0% 100%               

                                    

      4. I have talked with my family about what I learned in DARE.       

        SA A N D SD NR N =    Positive Neutral Negative       

      Gr 4/5/6 90 133 56 22 17 0 318   70% 18% 12%       

      Percent 28% 42% 18% 7% 5% 0% 100%               

                                    

      
5. In DARE I learned new ways of making decisions about drug / alcohol / tobac-
co abuse       

        SA A N D SD NR N =    Positive Neutral Negative       

      Gr 4/5/6 231 71 9 2 5 0 318   95% 3% 2%       

      Percent 73% 22% 3% 1% 2% 0% 100%               

                                    

      6. DARE has helped me decide not to use drugs in the future       

        SA A N D SD NR N =    Positive Neutral Negative       

      Gr 4/5/6 279 27 7 1 3 1 318   96% 2% 1%       

      Percent 88% 8% 2% 0% 1% 0% 100%               

                                    

                                    

                                    



 

7. What did you like best about the D.A.R.E. Program? 
Of the 318 students ten students did not answer the question, 39 students reported they liked all 
of it, 43 students reported they liked the handcuffs, 53 students reported they liked how 
D.A.R.E. is taught including the teacher, that it was fun, or that the presentation included       
respect, involvement and creativity, 100 reported they liked what they learned (skills and facts), 
found the information useful and planned to use it in future,  135 reported they liked specific 
activities such as skits, stories, working on projects, videos, and games, and 140 reported they 
liked specific topics or lessons (drugs, tobacco, alcohol, risks, consequences , bullying, help  
network, stress, vapes, communication, prevention, and peer pressure).  Below is a sample of 
responses:  
 
 Everything. It was a great thing to learn and will help me make good decisions and handle 

my stress. 
 
 Everything. DARE was a very fun program and I wish I could do it again. I really enjoyed 

it. Our DARE officer was very nice, friendly. 
 
 I like how we got to learn about important things that will let us succeed in the future. 
 
 I liked how we learned about bullying because now I know what to do if I am being     

bullied. 
 
 I liked learning about communication and doing the skits because the communication 

taught me to not get mad when things are frustrating. And I like the skits because I liked 
acting. 

 
 I loved doing the skits because it taught me how to say no if something did happen        

because first we just talk about it's going to be harder in the real world. I also like working 
on our graduation project. 

 
 It helped me with not just resisting drugs, tobacco etc. It helped me with bullying,       

communication, getting help and much more. 
 
 My favourite thing we did was the risks and consequences. 
 
 My help network. 
 
 The thing that I liked best about this program is finding out how I could get some help 

with problems. 
 
 The thing I liked most about DARE was Ms. Glanville and doing skits. The skits took our 

learning to another level and Ms. G. was super friendly and fun. 
 
 We learn about bad things and it helps me resist it better. 
 
 How they taught it because it wasn't boring and we still learned while having fun. 
 
 Getting hand cuffed and everything. 
 
 Getting to learn and having a great police officer. 
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8.  What did you like least about the D.A.R.E. Program?  
Of the 318 students 60 did not answer the question or said they didn’t know and 135 students    
reported there was nothing they did not like. The remaining 122 students identified one or more 
things they didn’t like including that they did not like some content (stress, suicide, bullying, peer 
pressure, help network, drugs, tobacco, choices and problem solving activities) or didn’t like sad, 
bad or gross things (ie, sad stories, number of deaths, smell of tobacco, photos on cigarette      
packages), they did not like some things or activities (name tags, bookwork,  videos, drawing, 
working on projects, having to graduate, doing skits or felt left out if they didn’t get to participate 
in the skits), some didn’t like the timing of the program (missed another class, had it in the     
morning rather than afternoon or had it in the afternoon rather than the morning) and some       
suggested how it could be improved (less talking, more time for bookwork, more facts, more skits, 
longer videos and a longer program). Below is a sample of responses: 

 Bullying because I don't like remembering certain things when I got physically bullied. 

 Hearing about how many deaths there are from drugs and alcohol. 

 That people can get really hurt and sick from drugs and alcohol.  

 That we did not talk about what different drugs do and effects from them. 

 What I liked least about D.A.R.E. was looking at the cigarette packets. 

 When we had to draw because I do not think I am a good drawer. 

 The fact that we had to do a final project at the end. 

 Not being picked to act up at the front and learning about tobacco. 

9.  If you have any additional comments, please provide in the space below.  

Of the 318 students, 229 had no additional comments.  Of the remaining students 68 made positive 
statements about their experience with the program and 21 made suggestions for improvement. 
Below is a sample of  responses: 
 
 D.A.R.E. has helped me know more about drugs and alcohol. More skits! More DARE   

classes. 
 
 The peace officer was VERY nice for coming and teaching us about this stuff! 
 
 The videos could be a little bit longer 
 
 It was something worth looking forward to. 
 
 Longer D.A.R.E. and more skits. 
 
 I love how D.A.R.E. is fun to learn about. They make it fun to learn about. Its good to learn 

about it. 
 
 I really like you guys and I am very glad that you came to our school! Don't stop coming 

here! Thank you. 
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Special thanks to Constable Melanie Glanville who taught the D.A.R.E.  
program during the 2017/2018 school year. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Thanks also to Constable Jill Mills who taught the D.A.R.E. program during the 
2017/2018 school year. 
 

 

PARTNERSHIPS 

The D.A.R.E. Works Foothills Society works in partnership with Okotoks    
Municipal Enforcement and with the RCMP detachments of Okotoks, High 
River and Turner Valley. We thank OME and the RCMP detachments for their 
continued support.  

Thank you to the members of the Okotoks Oilers with whom we have been in 
partnership since 2005.  The D.A.R.E. students always find the hockey players’ 
addresses to be inspiring. 
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Red Deer Lake School  
Heritage Heights School  

Dr. Morris Gibson School  
Percy Pegler School  

Big Rock School 
Westmount School  

Millarville Community School  
Turner Valley School  

C. Ian McLaren School  
Spitzee School 

Cayley School 
Joe Clark School 



 

STAKEHOLDERS 

D.A.R.E. Works Foothills Society gratefully acknowledges stakeholder funding support. 
 

Foothills School Division 
Town of Black Diamond 
Town of Turner Valley 

Town of High River 
Village of Longview 

Town of Okotoks 
M.D. of Foothills 
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COMMUNITY SUPPORT 

Community grants and donations are essential for sustaining the D.A.R.E.  Program 
in the Foothills. These funds go directly toward student materials, graduation costs, 

society administration and officer training. 
 

The D.A.R.E. Works Foothills Society thanks the following organization for  
funding support once again this year:  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SQUARE BUTTE LADIES GROUP 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

 

 

D.A.R.E. Works Foothills Society 
P.O. Box 1296 

Okotoks, Alberta 
T1S 1B3 

 
Website:  www.darefoothills.ca 

 
Carole MacLeod, President 

Phone: (403) 558-3750  
 
 
 

Laurie McCreary-Burke, Executive Director 
Phone:  (403) 601-3406 

Email:  info@darefoothills.ca 
 
 
 

Melanie Glanville, D.A.R.E. Coordinator 
Phone:  (403) 803-8926 

Email:  mglanville@okotoks.ca 
 
 
 


