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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
It was a pleasure for me once again to be involved with the D.A.R.E. Works Foothills
Society over the 2016-2017 school year.
I would like to thank all our Board members for their contribution to D.A.R.E. over the
past year. It is the dedication of our volunteers that ensures the D.A.R.E. program will
continue to be delivered in our community. Another great big thanks go out to all those
people who volunteered to work at our casino in May. You are all very special people
and we can’t thank you enough for helping us to fundraise to sustain our program.
I would also like to thank all our stakeholders for their funding support this year. The
annual core funding provided by the Foothills School Division, Town of Okotoks, MD
of Foothills, Town of High River, Town of Black Diamond, Town of Turner Valley and
Village of Longview is the central factor enabling on-going delivery of the D.A.R.E.
program in our schools.
Thank you too to all the principals, teachers and parents for your support of the
D.A.R.E. Program. The support we receive from community members reinforces the
motto adopted by our Society that “it takes a village to raise a child.” D.A.R.E.’s goal
is to provide concrete evidence to children that their community cares about them and
will be there to help whenever the need arises.
Finally, I would like to thank officers Melanie Glanville and Jill Mills who delivered
the D.A.R.E. program this year to 527 students in 12 schools across the MD of Foothills. Both instructors did a fabulous job and I know they helped many of our kids develop essential interpersonal skills they will use in the future.
For those in our community who have not had the opportunity to attend a D.A.R.E.
graduation ceremony, I invite you to try to get out to one this year. Dates and times are
posted on our website at www.darefoothills.ca. I always enjoy the graduation ceremonies but it is triple the fun when kids I’ve known all their lives graduate from the program. This year Avery Meechan was one of those kids and I have featured her fabulous
D.A.R.E. project in the next couple of pages of this report. Hooray for Avery and for all
the kids who graduated from D.A.R.E. this year. Like Avery’s, all of your projects were
thoughtful and inspiring.
Laurie McCreary-Burke, Executive Director
D.A.R.E. Works Foothills Society
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Featured student project

D.A.R.E. STUDENT SURVEY – 2016-2017 School Year
Over the 2016/2017 school year, 193 grade four, five and six students at six schools completed the pen
and paper survey below.
Legend for answer categories: Strongly Agree (SA); Agree (A); Neither Agree nor Disagree (N); Disagree (D) Strongly Disagree (SD); No Response (NR).

1. The DARE Officer showed me respect.
SA
A
N
D
SD
NR
N=
Gr 4/5/6
165
23
4
0
1
0 193
Percent
85% 12% 2% 0% 1%
0% 100%
2. I like the DARE Officers being at my school.
SA
A
N
D
SD
NR
N=
Gr 4/5/6
150
34
7
1
1
0 193
Percent
78% 18% 4% 1% 1%
0% 100%

Positive

97%

Positive

95%

Neutral

2%

Neutral

4%

Negative

1%

Negative

1%

3. The DARE program has helped me to learn about drugs, alcohol and tobacco.
SA
A
N
D
SD
NR
N=
Positive Neutral Negative
Gr 4/5/6
122
60
9
2
0
0 193
94%
5%
1%
Percent
63% 31% 5% 1% 0%
0% 100%
4. I have talked with my family about what I learned in DARE.
SA
A
N
D
SD
NR
N=
Positive Neutral Negative
Gr 4/5/6
45
73
42
21
10
2 193
61%
22%
16%
Percent
23% 38% 22% 11% 5%
1% 100%
5. In DARE I learned new ways of making decisions about drug / alcohol / tobacco abuse
SA
A
N
D
SD
NR
N=
Positive Neutral Negative
Gr 4/5/6
125
56
10
0
2
0 193
94%
5%
1%
Percent
65% 29% 5% 0% 1%
0% 100%
6. DARE has helped me decide not to use drugs in the future
SA
A
N
D
SD
NR
N=
Positive Neutral Negative
Gr 4/5/6
174
11
3
3
2
0 193
96%
2%
3%
Percent
90% 6% 2% 2% 1%
0% 100%
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7. What did you like best about the D.A.R.E. Program?
Of the 193 students six students did not answer the question, six reported they liked specific topics such
as bullying, peer pressure and kids help line, five reported they liked specific activities such as working
on projects or attending the grad ceremony, 35 reported they liked seeing objects such as the police cars
and handcuffs, 17 students reported they liked all of it, 115 students reported they liked how D.A.R.E. is
taught (fun, skits, projects, bookwork, videos, police stories) and 162 reported they liked what they
learned (skills and facts), found the information useful and planned to use it in future. Below is a sample
of responses:


How the DARE officer is trying to change kid's minds to not do something they shouldn't.



I liked how I was able to participate in the plays and skits we did. Also I loved how when we were
doing tobacco I could do really big equations and problems using the numbers for example.



It was fun. I learned a lot in DARE. I can't wait to do the project.



It helped me to tell my siblings and other people not to do bad things.



I liked that we got to learn about drugs and all the stories and getting to wear handcuffs.



We got to have fun while learning about something important.



I liked that our DARE officer lets us try things (getting handcuffed, doing skits, etc).



Getting to learn about drugs and how they hurt us.



I really liked how it was set up and how it was a mixture of fun and teaching so it wasn't us just
sitting there and waiting for it to be done.



I love how I had the opportunity to do the DARE program. I has helped me a lot for what decisions I should make if I ever need to use it.



How our officer made it so fun we didn't notice we were learning.



That it taught us to be better more responsible adults.



It helped my confidence.



I really liked the problem solving and when we talked about the problem solving.
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8. What did you like least about the D.A.R.E. Program?
Of the 193 students 105 did not answer the question, said they didn’t know or said they had nothing more to
add and 61 students reported there was nothing they did not like. The remaining 27 students identified single things they didn’t like including that it ended too soon, that they did not like some content (stress, suicide) or found some of it to be boring or “gross” (ie, smell of tobacco, photos on cigarette packages), they
did not like doing skits or felt left out if they didn’t get to participate in the skits, some didn’t like making
posters or writing in the book or they didn’t like that it went on too long or took time away from other activities (recess). Below is a sample of responses:


That it interfered with our recess.



Stress because I have already learned about it and it was boring.



The fear of being pressured to take drugs.



The skits because not everybody gets to do it.



My least favorite was about chew and tobacco because my father eats it like every day.



The thing I liked the least was probably the video but even that was pretty cool.



Talking about cigarettes because just when I think about it I hate it.



The thing that I liked the least was talking about second hand and third hand smoke because that got
me really worried that I'm going to make second hand or third hand smoke and die at this young of an
age.

9. If you have any additional comments, please provide in the space below.
Of the 193 students, 138 had no additional comments. The majority of remaining students made positive
statements about their experience with the program. Below is a sample of responses:


I really loved Mrs. Glanville's stories and I liked to see the cool equipment.



I think DARE is a great program so I want to say thanks for teaching us things we need to know.



We should make the program a few weeks longer to finish the booklet.



Thank you Constable Mills for coming in.



This has helped me a lot.



Why does DARE end so quick.



Thank you so much! I always look forward to DARE. I also really liked the hands-on learning like
when we looked at the cigarette boxes and tobacco tins.



Our DARE officer was funny and nice.



Our officer was very nice and polite.



It was super fun and interesting.
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PARTNERSHIPS
The D.A.R.E. Works Foothills Society works in partnership with Okotoks
Municipal Enforcement and with the RCMP detachments of Okotoks, High
River and Turner Valley. We thank OME and the RCMP detachments for their
continued support.

Special thanks to Constable Melanie Glanville who taught the D.A.R.E.
program during the 2016/2017 school year.
Red Deer Lake School
Heritage Heights School
Dr. Morris Gibson School
Percy Pegler School
Westmount School
Millarville Community School
Turner Valley School
C. Ian McLaren School
Longview School
Thanks also to Constable Jill Mills who taught the D.A.R.E. program during the
2016/2017 school year.
Cayley School
Blackie School
Joe Clark School

Thank you to the members of the Okotoks Oilers with whom we have been in
partnership since 2005. The D.A.R.E. students always find the hockey players’
addresses to be inspiring.
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STAKEHOLDERS

D.A.R.E. Works Foothills Society gratefully acknowledges stakeholder funding support.

Foothills School Division
Town of Black Diamond
Town of Turner Valley
Town of High River
Village of Longview
Town of Okotoks
M.D. of Foothills
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COMMUNITY SUPPORT
Community grants and donations are essential for sustaining the D.A.R.E. Program
in the Foothills. These funds go directly toward student materials, graduation costs,
society administration and officer training.
The D.A.R.E. Works Foothills Society thanks the following organizations for
funding support this year:

PERCY PEGLER PARENT
COUNCIL
SQUARE BUTTE LADIES GROUP
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CONTACT INFORMATION

D.A.R.E. Works Foothills Society
P.O. Box 1296
Okotoks, Alberta
T1S 1B3
Website: www.darefoothills.ca
Carole MacLeod, President
Phone: (403) 558-3750

Laurie McCreary-Burke, Executive Director
Phone: (403) 601-3406
Email: info@darefoothills.ca

Melanie Glanville, D.A.R.E. Coordinator
Phone: (403) 803-8926
Email: mglanville@okotoks.ca

