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D.A.R.E. WORKS FOOTHILLS SOCIETY 2015—2016 
Drug Abuse Resistance Education 

Works On Reinforcing Kids’ Strengths  

 
 
 
 

MISSION 
 

In partnership with the RCMP, we work to empower and educate our children 
through structured programs that will help them make wise choices toward 
their own social development, that will further enhance their safety and well-
being, and to have these choices reinforced and supported by the community. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

2015-2016 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Greg Diebolt, President 

Carole McLeod, Vice President 
Jeannine Tucker, Secretary/Treasurer  

Austin Caron, Member  at Large 
Jill Cruse, Member  at Large 

Tannis Gibson, Member  at Large 
Krystyna Laycraft, Member  at Large 

Stan Parker, Member  at Large 
Lisa Penzo, Member  at Large 

 

 
 
 
 
 

STAFF 
Melanie Glanville D.A.R.E. Coordinator  

Laurie McCreary-Burke, Executive Director  
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
The 2015-2016 school year was once again very successful highlighted by an invitation 
from the Mayor of Okotoks to Sarah Prychitko, a Percy Pegler grade five student, to 
present her final D.A.R.E. Project to council. Sarah’s project can be found on-line at the 
D.A.R.E. Works Foothills Society website under “Featured Student Projects.” As is al-
ways the case, the projects presented by students in all our schools were both thought 
provoking and inspiring.  
 
This year we had a number of new members join our Board including Krystyna 
Laycraft, Tannis Gibson, Austin Caron, Lisa Penso and Jill Cruse all of whom brought 
a impressive array of experience and ideas to our Society. I would like to thank all our 
Board members for contribution to D.A.R.E. over the past year. It is the dedication of 
our volunteers that ensures the D.A.R.E. program will continue to be delivered in our 
community. 
 
I would also like to thank all our stakeholders for their funding support this year. Annu-
al core funding provided by the Foothills School Division, Town of Okotoks, MD of 
Foothills, Town of High River, Town of Black Diamond, Town of Turner Valley and 
Village of Longview is the central factor enabling on-going delivery of the D.A.R.E. 
program in our schools. 

 
Thank you too to all the principals, teachers and parents for your support of the 
D.A.R.E. Program. The support we receive from community members reinforces the  
motto adopted by our Society that “it takes a village to raise a child.”  D.A.R.E.’s goal 
is to provide concrete evidence to children that their community cares about them and 
will be there to help whenever the need arises. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank officers Melanie Glanville and Jill Mills who delivered 
the D.A.R.E. program this year to 623 students in 10 schools across the MD of Foot-
hills. Both instructors did a fabulous job and I know they helped many of our kids de-
velop essential interpersonal skills they will use in the future. 
 
Laurie McCreary-Burke, Executive Director 
D.A.R.E. Works Foothills Society 

2015 AGM 
Participants 
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D.A.R.E. STUDENT SURVEY –  2015-2016 School Year 

Over the 2015/2016 school year, 364 grade four, five and six students at seven schools completed the 
pen and paper survey below.  

Legend for answer categories: Strongly Agree (SA); Agree (A); Neither Agree nor Disagree (N); Disa-
gree (D) Strongly Disagree (SD); No Response (NR).  

                                    

                                    

                                    

      1. The DARE Officer showed me respect.       

        SA A N D SD NR N =    Positive Neutral Negative       

      Gr 4/5/6 301 53 5 1 4 0 364   97% 1% 1%       

      Percent 83% 15% 1% 0% 1% 0% 100%               

                                    

      2. I like the DARE Officers being at my school.       

        SA A N D SD NR N =    Positive Neutral Negative       

      Gr 4/5/6 289 62 8 0 4 1 364   96% 2% 1%       

      Percent 79% 17% 2% 0% 1% 0% 100%               

                                    

      3. The DARE program has helped me to learn about drugs, alcohol and tobacco.       

        SA A N D SD NR N =    Positive Neutral Negative       

      Gr 4/5/6 249 94 13 4 4 0 364   94% 4% 2%       

      Percent 68% 26% 4% 1% 1% 0% 100%               

                                    

      4. I have talked with my family about what I learned in DARE.       

        SA A N D SD NR N =    Positive Neutral Negative       

      Gr 4/5/6 76 145 96 24 21 2 364   61% 26% 12%       

      Percent 21% 40% 26% 7% 6% 1% 100%               

                                    

      
5. In DARE I learned new ways of making decisions about drug / alcohol / tobac-
co abuse       

        SA A N D SD NR N =    Positive Neutral Negative       

      Gr 4/5/6 255 85 16 3 5 0 364   93% 4% 2%       

      Percent 70% 23% 4% 1% 1% 0% 100%               

                                    

      6. DARE has helped me decide not to use drugs in the future       

        SA A N D SD NR N =    Positive Neutral Negative       

      Gr 4/5/6 308 41 7 0 8 0 364   96% 2% 2%       

      Percent 85% 11% 2% 0% 2% 0% 100%               

                                    

                                    

                                    



 

7. What did you like best about the D.A.R.E. Program? 
Of the 364students 19 students did not answer the question, three reported they liked that they got to 
miss other classes, five reported that they liked the cake the best, 15 reported they liked specific topics 
such as bullying, peer pressure and kids help line, and 25 reported they liked specific activities such as 
working on projects or attending the grad ceremony, 33 reported they liked seeing objects such as the 
police cars, handcuffs and D.A.R.E. bear, 3 students reported they liked being able to ask questions and 
get answers, 30 reported they liked the teacher the best, 40 students reported they liked all of it, 204 re-
ported they liked what they learned (skills and facts), found the information useful and planned to use it 
in future, and 230 students reported they liked how D.A.R.E. is taught (fun, skits, projects, bookwork, 
videos, police stories). Below is a sample of responses:  
 
 I liked that it helped me learn. It was very fun, we got to put handcuffs on.  
 
 The book work and how I had so much fun and I loved the skits. 
 
 How we learn new things about alcohol and tobacco. 
 
 I really liked learning new things in the lessons and Mrs. G. was Great! I also liked the skits. 
 
 I liked the D.A.R.E. officer Jill, she was patient, nice and kind of playful at times but also very 

serious. 
 
 My favorite part about DARE was being able to put questions in the questions box without any-

body knowing who asked the question. I also really enjoyed listening to the stories you had to tell. 
The skits were fun to be in too. 

 
 I enjoyed doing skits and watching them. Because the skits are based on real things it gives me a 

great idea on what to do and how to say no!! I really enjoyed it. 
 
 I liked the skits the most because it was funny, fun and amusing. 
 
 Missing school to do something fun and not as hard. 
 
 I like DARE because it really helped me to understand about saying no and learning how to con-

trol your physical strengths. 
 
 How it told you to handle the problems and how friendly it was. 
 
 About the D.A.R.E. program I really liked how we learned all about drugs and how many there are 

and all of their names. 
 
 The thing that I liked the best about DARE was when we learned about drugs because it really 

taught me to stay away from them and how bad they are. 
 
 Getting to know things I did not know. 
 
 I liked everything about it because it taught me to not use drugs in the future. 
 
 I really liked learning about the topic that was about drinking and driving. 
 
 I just loved the officer being here and teaching us. Thank you. 
 
 Showing all of your tools, looking at the police cars, handcuffing us, your stories, etc. 
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8.  What did you like least about the D.A.R.E. Program?  
Of the 364 students 93 did not answer the question, nine said they didn’t know and 126 students reported 
there was nothing they did not like. The remainder 137 students identified single things they didn’t like in-
cluding that it ended too soon,  that they did not like some content (stress, suicide) or found some of it to be 
boring or “gross” (ie, smell of tobacco, photos on cigarette packages, photos of people affected by drug 
abuse), they did not like doing skits or felt left out if they didn’t get to participate in the skits, some didn’t 
like making posters or writing in the book or they didn’t like that it went on too long or took time away 
from other activities (snack time, recess, math class). Below is a sample of responses: 

 I don't like that not every one got a turn to go in the skits and so people were left out. 

 DARE was a lot of fun but the communication part was slightly boring because I understand how to 
speak politely and get my point to the other person. 

 Listening to people asking questions. 

 I personally didn't like the videos. 

 I didn't really like the disturbing and/or gross stories. 

 Going into snack time. 

 The gross stuff like the pictures on the smoke packages. 

 I felt a little uncomfortable while we were handing around the tobacco boxes and cigarettes. 

 My dad drinks so I didn't like learning about what happens to him but it's important. 

 We didn't completely finish our books; I would like to have my book filled out completely so I can 
look at it in future years. 

 Nothing because the officer explained a lot. 

9.  If you have any additional comments, please provide in the space below.  

Of the 364students, 278 had no additional comments.  The majority of remaining students made positive 
statements about their experience with the program and their hopes for the future. Below is a sample of  
responses: 
 
 Thank you for being our class DARE officer and teaching us! 
 
 I think DARE is a great program so I want to say thanks for teaching us things we need to know. 
 
 I really liked the DARE officer. 
 
 I would like to have more DARE sessions so I can learn more. 
 
 It was really fun and really helpful. 
 
 I wish we could see how a drunk person sees just to help us understand the consequence. 
 
 I think you should give some additional time to look at the things you bring in. 
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Yes, very 

much Sometimes 
Not very 

much Not at all Blank Total   

  

1 Do you feel the D.A.R.E. Program gave students valuable 
information?  5 1 0 0 0 6   

          

            

                    

  

 

 
Yes, very 
effective 

Somewhat 
effective 

Not very 
effective Not at all Blank Total   

  

2 In your professional opinion, is the D.A.R.E. Program effec-
tive in teaching students the skills to resist drugs and to 
evaluate risky situations? 5 1 0 0 0 6   

          

          

                    

  
 

 
Yes, very 

much Sometimes 
Not very 

much Not at all Blank Total   

  

3 Do you feel teachers have been provided with adequate in-
formation regarding the general contents of the program? 4 2 0 0 0 6   

   The only reason I put “sometimes” for #3 is because I was unable to attend the sessions since I had my other part   

   of my class (grade 4s)   

                    

        Blank Total   

  4 Are there any changes you would like to see to improve the D.A.R.E.Program? 0 6   

    More focus on decision making tools (ex. Head, heart, body) that can be applied in multiple contexts..   

  

  I was very pleased with my class's experience at DARE. I would like to know more bout the program so I know 
what is covered on what day   

   No, I think the program is highly effective  

   I thought it was great. Thoughtfully done and motivating to the students  

    No, all is great   

      It was informative and the students enjoyed the program               

          

      Yes No Blank Total   

  

5 Do you support the continuation of the D.A.R.E. Program for future grade 5    
students?  6 0 0 6   

    

                    

        Blank Total   

  6 We would appreciate any further comments you wish to make. 2 6   

    You guys continue to always bring the best program to the students. It is very valuable. Thank you.   

  

  Officer Glanville is fantastic. The kids lover her! She has a great balance of "stories" and content. She is orga-
nized and on time. The kids enjoy every class and love seeing/visiting with Melanie..   

    Const Mills was super helpful and there for any type of questions. Couldn't be happier with the program.   

    I know my students loved the program and gained so much from it.   

  

 

   

  

 

   

                    

D.A.R.E. TEACHER SURVEY –  2015-2016 School Year 
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Special thanks to Constable Melanie Glanville  who taught the D.A.R.E.      
program to 584 students in the MD of Foothills during the 2015/2016 school 
year. 

 
Red Deer Lake School (48) 

Heritage Heights School (64) 
Dr. Morris Gibson School (96) 

Percy Pegler School (77) 
Westmount School (69) 

Millarville Community School (22) 
Turner Valley School (33) 

C. Ian McLaren School (27) 
Cayley School (21)  

Spitzee School (124) 
 

Thanks also to Constable Jill Mills who taught the D.A.R.E. program to 39   
students at Joe Clark School during the 2015/2016 school year. 

PARTNERSHIPS 

The D.A.R.E. Works Foothills Society works in partnership with Okotoks    
Municipal Enforcement and with the RCMP detachments of Okotoks, High 
River and Turner Valley. We thank OME and the RCMP detachments for their 
continued support.  

Thank you to the members of the Okotoks Oilers with whom we have been in 
partnership since 2005.  The D.A.R.E. students always find the hockey players’ 
addresses to be inspiring. 
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STAKEHOLDERS 

D.A.R.E. Works Foothills Society gratefully acknowledges stakeholder funding support. 
 

Foothills School Division 
Town of Black Diamond 
Town of Turner Valley 

Town of High River 
Village of Longview 

Town of Okotoks 
M.D. of Foothills 
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COMMUNITY SUPPORT 

Community grants and donations are essential for sustaining the D.A.R.E.  Program 
in the Foothills. These funds go directly toward student materials, graduation costs, 

society administration and officer training. 
 

The D.A.R.E. Works Foothills Society thanks the following organizations for  
funding support this year:  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

INDIVIDUAL DONORS 
 

PERCY PEGLER PARENT    
COUNCIL 

 
SQUARE BUTTE LADIES GROUP 

 
SUSAN DERIJK 

 
TELUS CARES 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

 

 

D.A.R.E. Works Foothills Society 
P.O. Box 1296 

Okotoks, Alberta 
T1S 1B3 

 
Website:  www.darefoothills.ca 

 
Greg Diebolt, President 
Phone: (403) 652-4421  

 
 
 

Laurie McCreary-Burke, Executive Director 
Phone:  (403) 601-3406 

Email:  info@darefoothills.ca 
 
 
 

Melanie Glanville, D.A.R.E. Coordinator 
Phone:  (403) 803-8926 

Email:  mglanville@okotoks.ca 
 
 
 


