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MISSION
In partnership with the RCMP, we work to empower and educate our children
through structured programs that will help them make wise choices toward
their own social development, that will further enhance their safety and wellbeing, and to have these choices reinforced and supported by the community.
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D.A.R.E. COORDINATOR’S REPORT
The 2014-2015 school year was another busy one teaching approximately 600
kids across the Foothills School Division 38. The DARE Works Society taught at 12
schools with approximately 33 grade five classes across the Division. The newer elementary curriculum has been well received by the students and the teachers have also
indicated they like the new topics that relate to “everyday” issues.
Melanie Glanville, D.A.R.E. Coordinator

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Once again this year we had a very successful and rewarding school year thanks
to the efforts of our D.A.R.E. Coordinator, Melanie Glanville. Since Melanie first began teaching the D.A.R.E. Program back in the fall of 2008 she has proved to be an
engaging and dynamic D.A.R.E. Instructor. She is loved by students and teachers alike.
I am always amazed to see the variety of student projects that result from Melanie’s
classes. Gone are the days when every students wrote an essay as a final project. Now
we also see power-point presentations, poems, videos, cheers, songs, skits, board
games and more. The projects are always inventive, always thoughtful and always informative. Thanks Melanie, you are to be congratulated for the difference your work
makes in our community.
From inception the D.A.R.E. Society’s motto was “It takes a village to raise a
child.” My congratulations and thanks therefore go out to all our Board members who
have committed their time and energy to ensure D.A.R.E. continues to be delivered in
Foothills Schools. I would especially like to thank Krista Woods and Diana Froc who
will be stepping down from our Board this year. Both of these individuals have given so
much support to D.A.R.E. over the years they will be sadly missed.
Lastly, I would like to thank all our stakeholders, donors and partners whose support enables us to continue to provide the D.A.R.E. program. Thank you to the Foothills
School Division, all municipalities, all RCMP detachments, municipal enforcement departments, fire stations and to the Okotoks Oilers. We couldn’t do it without you.
Laurie McCreary-Burke, Executive Director
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D.A.R.E. STUDENT SURVEY – 2014-2015 School Year
Over the 2014/2015 school year, 328 grade four, five and six students at seven schools completed the
pen and paper survey below.
Legend for answer categories: Strongly Agree (SA); Agree (A); Neither Agree nor Disagree (N); Disagree (D) Strongly Disagree (SD); No Response (NR).

1. The DARE Officer showed me respect.
SA
A
N
D
SD
NR
N=
Gr 4/5/6
276
49
2
0
1
0 328
Percent
84% 15% 1% 0% 0%
0% 100%
2. I like the DARE Officers being at my school.
SA
A
N
D
SD
NR
N=
Gr 4/5/6
276
44
4
2
2
0 328
Percent
84% 13% 1% 1% 1%
0% 100%

Positive

99%

Positive

98%

Neutral

1%

Neutral

1%

Negative

0%

Negative

1%

3. The DARE program has helped me to learn about drugs, alcohol and tobacco.
SA
A
N
D
SD
NR
N=
Positive Neutral Negative
96%
3%
0%
Gr 4/5/6
228
88
11
1
0
0 328
Percent
70% 27% 3% 0% 0%
0% 100%
4. I have talked with my family about what I learned in DARE.
SA
A
N
D
SD
NR
N=
Positive Neutral Negative
72%
19%
9%
Gr 4/5/6
92 144
61
14
16
1 328
Percent
28% 44% 19% 4% 5%
0% 100%
5. In DARE I learned new ways of making decisions about drug / alcohol / tobacco abuse
SA
A
N
D
SD
NR
N=
Positive Neutral Negative
95%
4%
1%
Gr 4/5/6
256
54
14
1
2
1 328
Percent
78% 16% 4% 0% 1%
0% 100%
6. DARE has helped me decide not to use drugs in the future
SA
A
N
D
SD
NR
N=
Positive Neutral Negative
97%
2%
1%
Gr 4/5/6
293
24
5
1
3
2 328
Percent
89% 7% 2% 0% 1%
1% 100%
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7. What did you like best about the D.A.R.E. Program?
Of the 3328 students 8 students did not answer the question, 10 reported they liked seeing objects such as
the breathalyzer and handcuffs, 13 students reported they liked being able to ask questions and get answers, 21 reported they liked the teacher the best, 37 students reported they liked all of it, 131 reported
they liked what they learned (skills and facts), found the information useful and planned to use it in future, and 267 students reported they liked how D.A.R.E. is taught (fun, skits, projects, bookwork, videos,
police stories). Below is a sample of responses:


I liked how nice the officer was and I liked all of the things that we learned.



I loved hearing the stories about the bad guys and how to resist the drugs.



I liked that we were able to look at pictures of the subject and we were able to get handcuffed.



The first best thing I liked was that it taught you about drugs and alcohol etc. second was the skits
that we did.



The questions we asked like "what are the worst kinds of drugs."




I liked the skits that we did that showed me a lot. I understand things better when there's an example.
I liked doing all the skits, stories and I am going to enjoy the last project.



Getting to build a board game and getting to be handcuffed.



The DARE officer would answer our questions so that we could understand them.



The project that we are doing right now (board game or song or poster, etc.).



I like the officer and everything about the DARE program.



My favorite part is our DARE project after we learned all of our stuff. I thought it was amazing
and fun.



Now I know NEVER to use drugs. I love the DARE teacher. I love the funny stories.



I liked the DARE because we could ask questions without having to put our name. I liked when
our DARE officer showed us what she has on her belt.



I liked that I got to learn some ways to get out of different situations. I like that I got to learn what
some of the really bad and helpful drugs do to you.



It helped me a lot to learn that how bad drugs and alcohol are and waht they can do to you. The
skits helped me learn how to resist drugs and alcohol.



How we got to do skits about things that actually happened.



Ms. Glanville's stories; getting the opportunity to educate myself about drugs, alcohol and bad decisions so I don't take/make them in the future.



I liked learning about drugs and alcohol because I didn't know how many there are and how bad it
is for you.
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8. What did you like least about the D.A.R.E. Program?
Of the 328 students 76 did not answer the question and 132 students reported there was nothing they did not
like. The remainder reported that it ended too soon, they did not like some content or found it to be
“gross” (ie, smell of tobacco, photos on cigarette packages, photos of people affected by drug abuse), they
did not like doing skits, posters or writing in the book or they did not like a particular lesson. Below is a
sample of responses:


Seeing what happens when you smoke or smelling what chew smells like.



Nothing. It was the best subject I ever had.



I think the officer should come in 2 days a week because ususally we forget and we don't think about
the previous lesson unless we have review.



Maybe in the future more up and moving things, maybe less cigarette cases to see.



Doing writing in my DARE book.



I didn't really like that we needed to do the project because it doesn't seem like I have enough time at
home and at school.



I liked all of it but I didn't like when we smelled the tobacco.



I would have liked more DARE lessons so I could learn more.



Not holding DAREN.



I liked everything but if I have to pick it would be when we looked at warning labels.



Knowing that I'm going to have to go through it..

9. If you have any additional comments, please provide in the space below.
Of the 328students, 223 had no additional comments. The majority of remaining students made positive
statements about their experience with the program and their hopes for the future. Below is a sample of
responses:


Thank you for coming and teaching.



I really would like if we did a play for our moms and dads.



I loved to tell my parents. DARE was lots of fun. Thank you.



I really like DARE and I think you should continue it.



I think that we should get a longer amount of time with the DARE program.



DARE is awesome and fun. My officer was awesome she was so fun.



I thought I learned a lot and it was so fun and amazing! Wish I could do this again!!!



The DARE officer was super enjoyable and nice to be around. Thank you for giving us such a good
unit.
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D.A.R.E. TEACHER SURVEY – 2014-2015 School Year
Yes, very
much
Sometimes

1 Do you feel the D.A.R.E. Program gave students valuable
information?

2 In your professional opinion, is the D.A.R.E. Program effective in teaching students the skills to resist drugs and to
evaluate risky situations?

4

0

Yes, very
effective

Somewhat
effective

2

2

Yes, very
much
Sometimes

3 Do you feel teachers have been provided with adequate information regarding the general contents of the program?

3

1

Not very
much Not at all Blank Total

0

0

0

4

Not very
effective Not at all Blank Total

0

0

0

4

Not very
much Not at all Blank Total

0

0

0

4

Blank Total

4 Are there any changes you would like to see to improve the D.A.R.E.Program?
1
4

More on problem solving.

Not in a position to comment as haven't seen the whole program.

I wonder if resources could be used to include some appropriate websites, videos or stories/articles that could
add to the content. This mal also allow parents to be more included in the topics of conversation.

Yes

No

5 Do you support the continuation of the D.A.R.E. Program for future grade 5
4
0
students?

I wonder if this would fit at STS instead of grade 6? I'll ask here since I am a new staff member.

Blank Total

0

4

Blank Total

6 We would appreciate any further comments you wish to make.
0
4

Skits were great at helping students practice strategies.

A wonderful program that is well thought out and presented.

Thanks for your work and enthusiasm.

Love the addition of the in-depth conversation on mental health issues and who can help. Melanie handled this
perfectly.
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PARTNERSHIPS
The D.A.R.E. Works Foothills Society works in partnership with Okotoks
Municipal Enforcement and with the RCMP detachments of Okotoks, High
River and Turner Valley. We thank OME and the RCMP detachments for their
continued support.

Special thanks to Constable Melanie Glanville who single-handedly taught the
D.A.R.E. program to 567 students in the MD of Foothills during the 2014/2015
school year.
Red Deer Lake School
Heritage Heights School
Dr. Morris Gibson School
Percy Pegler School
Westmount School
Strathcona Tweedsmuir School
Millarville Community School
Turner Valley School
C. Ian McLaren School
Blackie School
Joe Clark School
Longview School

Thank you to the members of the Okotoks Oilers with whom we have been in
partnership since 2005. The D.A.R.E. students always find the hockey players’
addresses to be inspiring.
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STAKEHOLDERS

D.A.R.E. Works Foothills Society gratefully acknowledges stakeholder funding support.

Strathcona-Tweedsmuir School
Foothills School Division
Town of Black Diamond
Town of Turner Valley
Town of High River
Village of Longview
Town of Okotoks
M.D. of Foothills
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COMMUNITY SUPPORT
Community grants and donations are essential for sustaining the D.A.R.E. Program
in the Foothills. These funds go directly toward student materials, graduation costs,
society administration and officer training.
The D.A.R.E. Works Foothills Society thanks the following organizations for
funding support this year:

INDIVIDUAL DONORS
PERCY PEGLER PARENT
COUNCIL
SQUARE BUTTE LADIES GROUP
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CONTACT INFORMATION

D.A.R.E. Works Foothills Society
P.O. Box 1296
Okotoks, Alberta
T1S 1B3
Website: www.darefoothills.ca
Greg Diebolt, President
Phone: (403) 652-4421

Laurie McCreary-Burke, Executive Director
Phone: (403) 601-3406
Email: info@darefoothills.ca

Melanie Glanville, D.A.R.E. Coordinator
Phone: (403) 601-1616
Email: mglanville@okotoks.ca

