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D.A.R.E. WORKS FOOTHILLS SOCIETY 2011—2012 
Drug Abuse Resistance Education 

Works On Reinforcing Kids’ Strengths  

MISSION 
 

In partnership with the RCMP, we work to empower and educate our children 

through structured programs that will help them make wise choices toward 

their own social development, that will further enhance their safety and well-

being, and to have these choices reinforced and supported by the community. 

 

2011-2012 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Greg Diebolt, President 

Krista Woods, Vice President 

Colleen Vincent, Secretary/Treasurer 

Stan Parker, Member at Large 

Kim Edwards, Member at Large 

Jolaine McLuskey, Member at Large 

Wayne Meikle, Member at Large 

Laurie Copland, Foothills School Division Representative 

Carole McLeod, Longview Representative 

 

STAFF 
Karmen De Groot/Melanie Glanville D.A.R.E. Coordinators 

Laurie McCreary-Burke, Executive Director 



 For the major portion of the 2011-2012 year our Board deliberated over whether or not 

to suspend the D.A.R.E. middle school program and, if so, how this would effect our staffing 

structure and our agreements with stakeholders. Our concerns with the middle school pro-

gram arose several years ago when some teachers, administrators and our D.A.R.E. instruc-

tors indicated that the curriculum did not appear to be meeting the needs of the students. In-

deed, on our annual pen and paper survey, a significant number middle school students re-

ported that they found parts of the program to be immature and repetitive of the elementary 

curriculum. 
 

 In an attempt to address the issue, we moved the program from grade eight to grade 

seven in the 2010-2011 school year hoping the maturity level of curriculum would be a bet-

ter fit for the grade seven students. At the end of the year we asked Cst. De Groot, our 

D.A.R.E. Coordinator, to evaluate middle school program by speaking with teachers and 

with other officers in the province who delivered the middle school curriculum. Cst. De 

Groot’s report confirmed that the middle school program was not as well received as the ele-

mentary program.  
 

 After much deliberation, our Board  chose to suspend the middle school program and 

to concentrate solely on delivering the elementary program. With the suspension of the mid-

dle school program, it was apparent that the D.A.R.E. Coordinator position would become a 

part-time position and we could no longer justify having a full-time RCMP officer dedicated 

to the position. We therefore requested the RCMP to discontinue their search for a replace-

ment for Cst. De Groot and we chose to appoint our D.A.R.E. Instructor, Melanie Glanville 

to the D.A.R.E. Coordinator position. Melanie’s appointment took effect in April when Cst. 

De Groot commenced her maternity leave.  
 

 The 2011-2012 school year therefore became the last year for us to deliver the middle 

school program. Ironically, this cohort of grade seven students seemed to enjoy the program 

a little better than cohorts in the past; however, these grade sevens received the D.A.R.E. 

program for the first time. They had been in grade six the year we moved the elementary 

program down to grade five so the program was not a repeat for them. The biggest disap-

pointment for some was missing the graduation ceremony, t-shirt, medallion and cake.  
 

 I would like to thank Cst. De Groot and Officer Glanville for the commendable teach-

ing job they did. It was quite a rush for Cst. De Groot to get in all her classes prior to taking 

maternity leave but she managed her work-load very well. Officer Glanville cheerfully 

pitched in and taught many more classes than she had in past years.  
 

 In closing, I thank the three RCMP detachments, our Stakeholders and our donors for 

their continued support. I especially thank all our Board members for their dedication and 

hard work. It was a very challenging year and, as we move forward, we will continue to ex-

plore other measures we can take to ensure middle school and high school students have ac-

cess in our communities to appropriate drug/alcohol abuse prevention resources.  I invite 

members of the public who share these goals to consider joining our Board. 
 

Laurie McCreary-Burke, Executive Director 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
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D.A.R.E. STUDENT SURVEY –  2011/2012 School Year 

Over the 2011/2012 school year, 521 grade five and six students at 12 schools and 326 grade seven stu-

dents at five schools completed the pen and paper survey below (n = 847).  

Legend for answer categories: Strongly Agree (SA); Agree (A); Neither Agree nor Disagree (N); Dis-

agree (D) Strongly Disagree (SD); No Response (NR).  
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  1. The D.A.R.E. Officer showed me respect.   

    SA A N D SD NR N =    Positive Neutral Negative   

  Grade 5/6 421 94 4 0 2 0 521   99% 1% 0%   

  Grade 7 236 84 6 0 0 0 326   98% 2% 0%   

  TOTAL 657 178 10 0 2 0 847   99% 1% 0%   

  Percent 78% 21% 1% 0% 0% 0% 100%           

                            

  2. I like the D.A.R.E. Officers being at my school.   

    SA A N D SD NR N =    Positive Neutral Negative   

  Grade 5/6 392 109 16 1 2 1 521   96% 3% 1%   

  Grade 7 150 144 30 2 0 0 326   90% 9% 1%   

  TOTAL 542 253 46 3 2 1 847   94% 6% 1%   

  Percent 64% 30% 5% 0% 0% 0% 100%           

                            

  3. The D.A.R.E. program has helped me to learn about drugs, alcohol and tobacco.   

    SA A N D SD NR N =    Positive Neutral Negative   

  Grade 5/6 405 98 13 0 4 1 521   97% 2% 1%   

  Grade 7 177 120 23 5 1 0 326   91% 7% 2%   

  TOTAL 582 218 36 5 5 1 847   94% 4% 1%   

  Percent 69% 26% 4% 1% 1% 0% 100%           

                            

  4. I have talked with my family about what I learned in D.A.R.E..   

    SA A N D SD NR N =    Positive Neutral Negative   

  Grade 5/6 140 257 81 23 18 2 521   76% 16% 8%   

  Grade 7 43 106 92 56 29 0 326   46% 28% 26%   

  TOTAL 183 363 173 79 47 2 847   64% 21% 15%   

  Percent 22% 43% 20% 9% 6% 0% 100%           

                            

  5. In D.A.R.E. I learned new ways of making decisions about drug / alcohol / tobacco abuse   

    SA A N D SD NR N =    Positive Neutral Negative   

  Grade 5/6 376 110 24 3 7 1 521   93% 5% 2%   

  Grade 7 159 124 31 8 4 0 326   87% 10% 4%   

  TOTAL 535 234 55 11 11 1 847   91% 7% 3%   

  Percent 63% 28% 6% 1% 1% 0% 100%           

                            

  6. D.A.R.E. has helped me decide not to use drugs in the future   

    SA A N D SD NR N =    Positive Neutral Negative   

  Grade 5/6 452 46 12 2 7 2 521   96% 2% 2%   

  Grade 7 232 70 17 2 5 0 326   93% 5% 2%   

  TOTAL 684 116 29 4 12 2 847   94% 4% 2%   

  Percent 81% 14% 3% 0% 1% 0% 100%           

                            



 

7. What did you like best about the D.A.R.E. Program? 

Of the 847 students 12 students did not answer the question, three students said they didn’t know, four 

students reported they did not like anything, 16 students reported they liked that they got to miss other 

classes, 44 students reported they liked the treats best (cookies/cake), 45 reported they liked the teacher 

the best, 64 students reported they liked all of it, 155 reported they found the information useful and 

planned to use it in future, 241 reported they liked what they learned (skills and facts), and 520 students 

reported they liked how D.A.R.E. is taught (fun, games, skits, projects, bookwork, group work, activities, 

videos, police stories).Below is a sample of responses:  

 

For me not to take drugs in the future. It also helped me learn about what is bad for you such like 

alcohol, tobacco, marijuana. It helped me a lot. The D.A.R.E. program was really fun and what I 

also loved is that the D.A.R.E. officer was so kind. 

I like my D.A.R.E. teacher coming in and teaching us about drugs, tobacco, alcohol and ways to 

say no to them. I also liked graduating from D.A.R.E.. I feel like I have learned so much. 

Some of the clips they showed us involving drugs and the effects/results on people and their lives 

really made an impact on me. Of course I'd heard about the effects of drugs but sometimes unfor-

tunately it isn't enough. I have never come in contact with drugs or alcohol of any sort and am 

keen on keeping it that way in the future. But really seeing and not just hearing about these nega-

tives has changed the little "don't do it" in the pit of my stomach to a to a true and strong aware-

ness that drugs ALWAYS have a consequence! And in my mind no exceptions! I really think that 

it also altered some other peoples' thoughts towards drugs and alcohol too. Thank you. I think this 

may save some people, people I know from making a huge life mistake. 

My favorite thing about D.A.R.E. was where we learned about cigarettes because my mom 

smokes and I told her about it and she stopped! 

I liked that they had fun teaching us and that they are open minded at what we have to say. I also 

liked that they made it interesting. 

I liked how I learned about drugs and alcohol and what it can do to me in the future. Many people 

want to do this and I guess they never knew what would happen to them when they started do 

these kind of things. But now we know what will happen and I don't think anyone is going to do 

drugs or alcohol in the future. I saw what each drug looked like and I thought that it was very in-

teresting, because now if I see it somewhere I will know what it is. 

I liked best learning how to say no and all of the different drugs and what they look like so that if a 

stranger ever gives me something I will know what it looks like. 

I liked how we not only had class discussions, but we also watched videos, saw pictures, and our 

D.A.R.E. officer also told us stories about her personal experiences. 

I probably like the videos the best because they gave us the best impact of how dangerous and stu-

pid drugs are and what terrible things they can do to you. I also liked the video where it showed 

the training of our D.A.R.E. teacher. The police training looks so strict. But really seeing and not 

just hearing about what drugs and alcohol can do to you through these videos really made me un-

derstand that drugs are terrible things. Before, I already knew that I was never going to do drugs 

but D.A.R.E. added to that hate. 
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8.  What did you like least about the D.A.R.E. Program?  

Of the 847 students 87 did not answer the question and 342 students reported there was nothing they did 

not like. The remainder reported that it ended too soon, they did not like missing their other classes, they 

did not like it when two classes were put together, they did not like having to sit on the floor, they did not 

like doing oral presentations, they found parts of the program and/or book to be boring , immature or 

repetitive, they did not like writing an essay / doing book work, some of the grade sevens (who had 

missed D.A.R.E. in grade five/six) didn’t like that they didn’t get a formal graduation ceremony with  

cake, t-shirts and medallions. Below is a sample of responses: 

That we did not get to do it in grade six and get the T-shirt and medals. 

She said stuff about drugs that I had no idea what she was talking about. 

Personally the drug movie creeped me out but I think it was a great idea to show us. 

 

Nothing really because D.A.R.E. teaches us what's bad so D.A.R.E. is a good program. But the 

only thing I don't like is the pictures of lungs and what smoking can do to people. 

Sitting on the floor - ouch. 

Learning how the stuff can effect your life (my dad smokes). 

Learning about what drugs and tobacco do to you. I was kind of scary and gross. 

 

I knew a lot of the stuff already nothing was new to me. 

I don't know. I think it was really good. Nothing was bad or boring. 

I didn't really like how the D.A.R.E. program skipped my grade, changing it from grade six to 

grades five and seven the year I went into grade six. Also, I would have liked to have the medal 

and T-Shirts at the end like everyone else did in grade six and five in the past years. I kind of 

wished we got the End of D.A.R.E. party like everyone else. Being in the grade I am I just simply 

missed out. 

A lot of sitting and talking; not many activities. 

9.  If you have any additional comments, please provide in the space below.  

Of the 847 students, 525 had no additional comments.  The majority of remaining students made positive 

statements about their experience with the program and their hopes for the future. Below is a sample of 

responses: 

 

The D.A.R.E. helped me to decide to not do drugs when I'm older so when I'm older I will know 

what drugs do to me so I will say no to drugs. 

 

Thanks for being my D.A.R.E. instructor. You made my life better. 

 

I have always known that drugs were bad but DARE let me know what exactly happens. I will 

never take drugs and D.A.R.E. taught me what happens if I would. 

 

I liked how we did it in grade five so when I'm, in grade six I will choose good decisions. 
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Special thanks go to the dedicated officers who taught the D.A.R.E. program to more 

than 1,200 students in the MD of Foothills during the 2011/2012 school year: 

 

Constable Karmen De Groot — RCMP Officer, D.A.R.E. Coordinator and D.A.R.E. 

Instructor taught classes at Joe Clark, Spitzee, Senator Riley, Heritage Heights, Cayley, 

Turner Valley, C. Ian McLaren and Okotoks Junior High schools. 

 

Officer Melanie Glanville — Town of Okotoks Municipal Enforcement Officer and 

D.A.R.E. Instructor taught classes at Millarville, Red Deer Lake, Dr. Morris Gibson,   

Heritage Heights, Percy Pegler, Strathcona Tweedsmuir, and Big Rock schools. 

 
 

PARTNERSHIPS 

The D.A.R.E. Works Foothills Society works in partnership with the RCMP     

Detachments of Okotoks, High River and Turner Valley.  We thank the RCMP 

detachments for their continued support.  

Thank you to the members of the Okotoks Oilers with whom we have been in partner-

ship since 2005.  The D.A.R.E. students always find the hockey players’ addresses to 

be inspiring. 
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STAKEHOLDERS 

D.A.R.E. Works Foothills Society gratefully acknowledges funding of the  

D.A.R.E. Coordinator Position 

 

Strathcona-Tweedsmuir School 

Foothills School Division 

Town of Black Diamond 

Town of Turner Valley 

Town of High River 

Village of Longview 

Town of Okotoks 

M.D. of Foothills 
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Thanks to Officer Melanie Glanville for emceeing, to Bearcat Murray for auction-

eering, to the staff of D’Arcy Ranch Golf Club for once again putting on a great 

tournament and to all the players who participated.   

We hope you had a great day! 

D.A.R.E. CHARITY GOLF TOURNAMENT AUGUST 2012 

COMMUNITY SUPPORT 

The D.A.R.E. Works Foothills Society thanks the following businesses and         

individuals for their generous donations and for making this year’s tournament a 

success.  More than $8,000 was raised to support delivery of the Drug Abuse      

Resistance Education Program in Foothills Schools. 
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Gold Sponsorship 
Don's Good Time Catering   Ricky's All Day Grill 
Okotoks Ford Lincoln   The Eagle 100.9 
Okotoks Glass   Tim Hortons 
Okotoks Lions Club   Western Financial Group 
Remax/Signature Properties   Wolf Custom Homes 

Silver Sponsorship 
Bridgewater Bank   Southridge Village Chiropractic Centre 
High River Home Hardware   Terri-Anne Sweetapple 
Sobeys Okotoks   Western Mortgage Services Inc. 

Tournament Sponsors 
Cargill Foods   McFarlane Agencies 
Don's Good Time Catering   Schultz Signs 
Foothills Custom Meats Processors     

Hole-in-one 
AON Reed Stenhouse   Dana Johnson, Investors Group 
Country Chrysler     

Volunteers 

Leanne Beatty  Addison Glanville 

John Burke  Kylee Glanville 

Riley Dixon  Jolaine McLuskey 

Kim Edwards  Stan Parker 
Prize Donations 

Alan Dixon   McFarlane Agencies 
Arrow Cabs   Merle Norman 
Art Effects Creative Framing   Mountain High Adventures 
ATB Financial   Okotoks FCSS 
Azuridge   Okotoks Home Hardware 
Boot Hill Gallery and Gift Shop   Okotoks Oilers 
Bruce Sterling Carving   Priddis Greens 
Calgary Flames   Rainbow Esso 
Calgary Stampeders   Remax/Signature Properties 
D'Arcy Ranch   Ricky's All Day Grill 
Delta Hotel at Kananaskis Lodge   Riley's Cattle Barn 
Dirt Cheap   River's Edge Golf Club 
Finishing Touches Okotoks   Routes Magazine 
Fountain Tire   Sarah Fleury, Southridge Village Chiroprac-

tic Centre Goldenview Storage   
Highwood Distillers   Step Energy 
Janet Horbacio Photography   Sterlitzia Body Sugaring 
John Burke   Terrex Construction 
Lakeview Inn and Suites   Tib Street 
Laurie McCreary-Burke   Turner Valley Golf and Country Club 



COMMUNITY SUPPORT 

Community grants and donations are essential for sustaining the D.A.R.E.  Program 

in the Foothills.  These funds go directly toward student materials, graduation costs, 

society administration and officer training. 

 

The D.A.R.E. Works Foothills Society thanks the following organizations for  

funding support this year:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AIRDRIE COMMUNITY  

CORRECTIONS 

 

COMMUNITY SPIRIT PROGRAM 

 

INDIVIDUAL DONORS 

 

LAURIE CAMPBELL 

 

OKOTOKS ALTERNATIVE  

MEASURES PROGRAM 

 

OKOTOKS AND DISTRICT YOUTH  

JUSTICE COMMITTEE 

 

SQUARE BUTTE LADIES GROUP 

 

TELUS 

 

TRANS CANADA PIPELINES 

 

9 





10 



11 



1
2
 



1
3
 



1
4
 



1
5
 



CONTACT INFORMATION 

 

D.A.R.E. Works Foothills Society 

P.O. Box 1296 

Okotoks, Alberta 

T1S 1B3 

 

Website:  www.darefoothills.ca 

 

Greg Diebolt, President 

Phone: (403) 652-4421  

 

 

 

Laurie McCreary-Burke, Executive Director 

Phone:  (403) 601-3406 

Email:  info@darefoothills.ca 

 

 

 

Melanie Glanville, D.A.R.E. Coordinator 

Phone:  (403) 601-1616 

Email:  mglanville@okotoks.ca 

 

 

 

 

 


